
 

Here are sample student comments after my guest lecture 
 

• I know Burcin Mutlu Pakdil from my Physics 1002 lab, and know that she is very humble and deserving 

of her achievements.  I am still having trouble trying to visualize the stars and space as 3 dimensional, 

but her discussion on black holes and galaxies do make it a little clearer.  I know that this astronomy will 

always be a fluid and ongoing study (we don't even know all about our own ocean depths), but it was 

interesting to hear her speak about the different sizes of black holes (Large and small, but no 

intermediate of unknown reasons), the different galaxy types/shapes, and how she presented them as 

the "Book of Galaxies." There is no doubt that she will be making more discoveries in her career. 

 

• I applaud Burcin Mutlu Pakdil on her recent research and discovery of a new type of galaxy. Her excellent 

explanation of the somewhat confusing topic of galaxy classification and study was quite insightful. Her 

enthusiasm was evident on how different shapes of galaxy in fact detail how they were formed.  

 

• Burcin Mutlu Pakdil was very interesting.  I was amazed when she started talking about how there is 

different shapes of galaxies.  I thought there was only spiral.  I also really enjoyed when she showed 

pictures of the rings she found. She was a great speaker! 

 

• I enjoyed her talk quite a lot. Galaxies are something that have always interested me, and to find out 

that there's a new type of one out there is pretty great to hear. Mutlu-Pakdil was very educated in her 

field of study and obviously knew what she was talking about. All around, she was a very smart person 

speaking about something that was interesting to listen to. 

 

• I was impressed with how Burcin Mutlu-Pakdil described the features of the newly discovered galaxy. I 

was really impressed with how Mutlu-Pakdil described the universe in an engaging way that made it 

easier for students to understand. I was also impressed with how she described the black holes and the 

galaxies in the universe. 

 

• She was very knowledgeable and was able to bring such a complex idea down to our level of 

understanding. I could clearly understand her and I loved how she presented all those high-quality 

images of other galaxies (they were awesome!). She also presented it like a research project, where she 

introduced us to the topic, had background info to catch us up to speed, and then showed us her results 

(I am a Biology Major and she gave a very professional lecture in my mind). 

 

• I found her lecture to be very interesting and entertaining. She had a lot of cool ideas and I feel like she 

is helping the scientific world incredibly. 

 

• I find it interesting that for a living she studies galaxies. Her background in physics is a big reason that 

she is so good in her current field. I also found it pretty cool how she knows so much about black holes, 

I've always found those to be confusing. Her recent discovery is pretty amazing too. 

 

 

 



• Burcin Mutlu Pakdil spoke about how when you find galaxies you need to make many educated guesses 

on what is behind the "mask". These educated guesses help piece together the picture of what you 

cannot directly see. She appeared to be extremely proficient in describing her area of study as I was very 

impressed with her talk. 

 

• I thought that her talk was entertaining. Overall, I found that her presentation was very interesting and 

it kept my attention for the whole fifty minutes of class. 

 

• I couldn't imagine what type of schooling and studying she must have gone through to become an 

astrophysics major. Those seem like the two hardest majors to me and she did both and even put them 

together to become one of the few in the world. You could tell she had a true passion for it when she 

was going through her presentation. 

 

• The first thing I want to say is as a girl, I loved hearing Burcin Mutlu Pakdil speak. She is so inspiring. I feel 

as though science fields are male dominated and so far, we have only heard from male speakers this 

whole course so I loved hearing from a female's perspective. She is such an intelligent woman. I also 

liked how she included clips to visualize the head-on collision she was describing. I also thought she 

explained the confusing subjects very well and made it very interesting.  

 

• During her talk with us Burcin brought up many interests with black holes. I really thought she was 

passionate of her work, and really wanted to learn more about it. She really opened my mind up to how 

big space is and everything that contributes to our world and galaxy.  

 

• I thought the talk was very interesting. I found it interesting to learn about all the stuff she does in her 

field. She studies galaxies, black holes, and structures of the universe. I have never met anyone who is 

in this field and find what she does to be very interesting. I think Burcin will continue to make 

groundbreaking discoveries and will a great contributor to research on black holes and galaxies. 

 

• Her lecture was very interesting because we got to see what she was doing in her field and research. She 

did a nice job explaining her work in the easiest terms so we could understand. The animations and 

videos were also another good addition to the lecture.  

 

• First off, I have to say that Burcin Mutlu Pakdil had a tremendous amount of background to start off her 

presentation, that truly helped me understand her work in this field and the overall research being done. 

 

• Burcin Mutlu Pakdil was probably the most intriguing and interesting speaker that we had. I thought her 

career was very intriguing and the topics she brought up were very interesting. I don’t think I have 

listened to an astrophysicist and hear about their job. I think galaxies are some of the coolest things 

located out in space. It was cool to learn a little bit more about galaxies. Listening to this guest speaker 

was very intriguing and it definitely peaked my interest of astrophysics and made me want to do some 

more research on it. 

 

 

 

 



• I really enjoyed sitting and listening to Burcin speak to us. She had a ton of wonderful information that 

she gladly shared with us and it was amazing to listen to. I really liked how passionate she was about her 

work and how much she truly liked talking to us about her work. I think it is awesome how much she has 

discovered and how much she has done in her field as a woman when her field is mainly male dominant. 

In the end, I really enjoyed listening to Burcin speak to our class and sharing her discovery with us.  

 

• I loved the format of "reading the book of the universe", it was interesting and engaging. Her description 

of the different galactic structures, and what made the one she worked on unique, was interesting and 

easy to follow. Her description of types of galaxies and black holes served as a great "elevator pitch" 

introduction to our last few topics. Her explanation of super-massive black holes was also interesting. 

Burcin's story was also of particular interest to me as she is a successful woman in a STEM field.  

 

• Overall it was an interesting lecture and thing to discover and to listen about. She talked about the reason 

she got into this type of work was because when she was little she wanted to know more about the 

universe and what else is out there. She talked about what she specializes in, which is studying evolution 

of black holes and galaxies, galaxy structures, and research in the missing population of intermediate-

mass black holes. All of it seems very interesting and fun to study! 

 

• I was overall very impressed with Burcin's lecture and I think that it is very impressive that she is a woman 

who is still fairly young making such large steps and discoveries in astronomy. I could tell she was very 

passionate about it all. I enjoyed how she also talked and explained different types of galaxies during her 

lecture presentation as well because it helped me to have a greater understanding of what they are, how 

they can be classified, and why each small change within star clusters can mean something very 

significant to space discoveries. All and all, I wish we could have listened to her talk for longer because 

it sounded like she only reached the surface in describing her new discoveries and what it all means on 

the larger scale for astronomical discoveries, she also seems like an interesting person. 

 

• I am really glad Burcin Mutlu Pakdil was able to come in and speak to the class. It's very rare that I meet 

someone who is as passionate about their line or work and studies as she is about hers. I really enjoyed 

that she brought in all this new information but presented it to us in a way that we can understand in an 

introductory course. When I heard about the topic, I thought she was going to be using phrases and 

words that we haven't covered in class or that the average student wouldn't understand, but she kept it 

very simple. It was very nice that she went over all the types of galaxies before diving into the more 

complex details because I knew the general types of galaxies, but there were many more subcategories 

that I wasn't aware of. I'm glad that she is very passionate about her field of study and it makes it very 

interesting to listen to because she is very educated in the topic. I appreciate that she took the time to 

come here and speak to our class. 

 

• Burcin Mutlu Pakdil impressed me by a great amount. Her dedication to science and astrological finds is 

incredible. Her presentation was by far the best that has been given to this class. 

 

• After her lecture, I was amazed by her. The way she speaks was very organized. I can tell that she tried 

to make her discovery easier for us to understand by using examples and metaphor. The impression she 

left on me was not only her intelligence but also her hard working. I can tell the effort she and her team 

made during the research.  



 

• I had the honor to learn from Burcin Mutlu Pakdil, an extragalactic astronomer. She had a considerable 

amount of knowledge on galaxies and black holes in the universe. Working in a male-dominant field, it 

is pretty hard for her to handle tasks, but she is still successful and working to help other female students 

as well as immigrants.  

 

• I think especially this guest speaker’s lecture was really cool and awesome among the guest lecture 

classes, because Burcin Mutlu Pakdil is the female astrophysics profession and I thought in this 

profession, female profession was rare. She was really good teacher and all the time she explained easily 

and drew my attention. I was fascinated her video lectures, too. Thanks to her video, it was really easy 

to understand and fun. This lecture time was really memorable lecture for me. 

 

• Listening to Burcin Multu Pakdil was fascinating! Her discovery of a new galaxy was not only extremely 

impressive, but also really informative on what galaxies are already known. She went really in-depth on 

what the different kinds of galaxies are, and how they're formed! I didn't know that galaxies could evolve 

and transform. She also talked about black holes, and how she is researching them as well. That was fun 

to listen to, because I hadn't previously known much on the subject. Her presentation was thorough, 

student-friendly, and easy to follow! It's clear that she is very passionate on her area of expertise, and 

that's inspiring in itself. I enjoyed learning from her very much! 

 

• She seemed very engaged during the presentation and really wanted us to learn about all of this, I believe 

this is because it is her work and she is excited to share it, I know I would be. I did follow up research and 

found an interview with her about her discovery and I thought was also quite interesting. Overall, I 

thought it was very interesting while consuming all of that information and I would like to know more. 

She did a great job.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


